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CDAS Meeting Recap
For those who have not been able to attend the October and November meetings here is
quick recap of what happened.

October was the AGM and mega auction. Paula and Harry stepped down from the
committee due to commitments but we hope to still see them every now and again at the
meetings. We were able to get all 4 Major positions on the committee filled as well as get-
ting 6 general committee memberSb a big thank you should go out the new members of
the committee this yealt is a relief that duties can be shared around and | think you will be
happy with what has happened in just one month.

The new Committee is;

President: Alex Borg
Vice-President: Stephen Burg
Treasurer: Andrew (Rosco) Ross
Secretary: Danita Burg

General Committee members:

Laurie, Tim , Christine, Serkan, Big Col and Skip

November: The new committee ran their first meeting together as the new team.
The breeders awards were handed out with Laurie topping the overall point score this yea
taking home the trophy. The Junior breeders award was won by Morgane.

Serkan did an excellent talk on killifish and sparked alot of interest in Killifish from people
that had never heard about them to those that thought they were a difficult species to kee
The usual auction and raffle also took place.
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Welcome to the last Tank Talk for 2009. Attendance has dropped slightly at the CDAS
meetings the past couple of months, though the new faces that are turning up at the meet
is encouraging.

There has been a lot of interesting and new items turning up in the auctions which is fante
tic to see, we have had a few natives and even a marimo ball! Remember that to participe
in the auctions as a vendor you must be a member of CDAS. This, together with your entt
siastic participation in the club raffles has improved the bank balance dramatically; a spec
thanks to everyone that has donated items for the raffle, it has sparked an enthusiastic int
est from all members attending. We continue to use club funds to provide members with
club membership benefits such as discounted fish food, aquarium chemicals, the Christm
meeting goodie box and members only raffle of aquatic species and plants.

The success of our raffles is due to some of the great prizes provided by our sponsors, Re
Tree Aquariums, Age of Aquariums and Aqua green as well as some generous donations
from CDAS members like Peppermint bristle nose catfishAQRJA substrate and Red
Cherry Shrimp.

The committee has been working at improving the usefulness of the CDAS website and fc
rum. You may have noticed that the forum has had some new topics added as well as hay
content moved to the most appropriate topic area. The information about the breeders aw
and species conservation program has been placed on both the website and forum, If you
havenét been online recently it might be

Website: http://drupal.cdas.org.au/
Forum: http://cdas.org.au/phpBB/

Despite all of these great developments, we still require a Junior committee member as w
as direction from the members in where you want to see this club go in the next year and
beyond. The committee has lots of ideas about what the club can do for the members but
with no guidance from the members the committee struggles to resolve if it would be of ar
benefit to our members.

If you have not renewed your membership for this financial year, please do so at the next
meeting. Membership application forms are available at CDAS meetings and are required
be completed by all new and renewing members.

The new editors.


http://drupal.cdas.org.au/
http://cdas.org.au/phpBB/
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Hello Readers,

Well how time files when your having fun, this time of year with the hot weather and
stormy (well kind of) afternoons brings many fish to spawn hopefully Santa brings you a
few fry for Christmas.

| am pleased to say the committee has worked extremely hard this year and have really
kicked some real goals. Our main focus this year was (and will continue to be) to increase
the membership. Hopefully you can notice an increase in numbers from this time last yea
and hopefully more people will visit and join the society.

The guidance that | have received from my fellow committee members and some long
standing members of our society has been invaluable. | would like to thank each member
the committee this year, we have managed find a solid base for the Society to grow from
and are in a great position to increase our public profile. | would also like to thank our mer
bers for the support

Also | would like to thank Harry and Paula our Vice President and Secretary, and our
TANK TALK Team. With out their time and devotion we would not be in the great shape
we are in as a society and we would not
have decided to step down next year freeing up some time for more water changes and fi
runs. | wish them good fortune in their future endeavours.

Thankyou to all our sponsors for this year, especially our major
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Ben from Age of Aquarium aka AoA is again our major sponsor this year. All CDAS mem:
bers a 10% discount, just let him know in the comments field your membership number
when you order. Age of Aquarium have allot of products that will be delivered promptly to
your door please visitww.aquariumproducts.com.au/

In the coming months we hope to bring a lot of new incentives to the members so please
spread the word about CDAS because the more members we have the more benefits we
give you guys.

Merry Christmas and have a safe holiday season.

Alex


http://www.aquariumproducts.com.au/
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TREASURERS REPORT

As Treasurer, | am pleased to say that the club bank balance is looking good with just ove
$3100 in the bank. We have continued to improve our financial security with, an increase
sales from the members only CDAS trade table, a slow

increase in the auction commissions and an increase in raffle revenue. Thanks to our very
generous sponsors who are donating prizes and money in these tough times. We have al
had some generous donations from members in the way of fish for the raffles which also
helps boost the raffle.

We have had a slight decline in membership this year so if you know anyone who is inter-
ested in joining please try to get the along. Memberships were due in

October so please renew and try as well as roping your friends in as well. So if you have r
renewed since August then you membership has probably expired.

We, the committee, have decided to go all out this Christmas and spend up big. As a way
thanks to our members we are planning to purchase goodie bags, hot finger food, plants
fish from Aguagreen along with various other things. These are going to be into member
only raffles, member lucky door prizes and the CDAS sponsored auction. We plan to sper
around $500 and have a great night.

Recently we have purchased subscriptions to magazines (and ones straight from the new
agency) so we continue to improve the library.

If you have any suggestions about where you would like to see us spend some of our mol
please feel to approach me or any other committee member since the club is about you g
Also if you wish to see fish on the conservation list feel free to ask us and we see what we
can source.

Also big thanks go out to all you members who are buying and selling goods at the auctio
and more importantly buying lots raffle tickets. Without the income from the raffles we
would be in trouble, so keep up the good work.

If you have any fundraising ideas please see me or one of the other committee members
we can keep our great club afloat.

Cheers
Andrew ARosco0 Ross
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The Heat Is On, So Now What Tim Maynes

We have already started to feel the effects from the heat of summer and it has only just started!
There is going to be a few days this summer where the air temperature is going to be ¥bove 26
which in turn will mean that the temperature in your tank is going to rise.

Besides moving your tanks to a cooler area or buying chillers for your tanks which can be a bit price
(normally used in marine setups), there are a few options available to make the life of your Fishes.

Ice Blocksi You can always freeze ice blocks and place them in your tank (wether in a ba
or just floating in the aquarium). You will need to remove excess water so
your tank doesnét overfildl

Freezer Bags / Ice PacksYou can always freeze freezer bags / ice packs and place them
in your tank i f you dondét | ike the
your tank. (Be Careful with any plastics and invertebrates, it is always advis-
able to have some 6testd shrimp be
populations)

(When using the above two methods to cool your tanks it is advisable to have a digital
thermometer with an alarm)

Turn Lights Off T Turning your lights off will help to cut down on the heat generated. If
you have lights that are in a hood or sitting on top of your tank you could eas
ily raise the temperature of your tank B\Z4oy having them on. Especially if
you are using high output tubes like a T5.

I f you have plants that you want t
time so that they are on during cooler parts of the day and / or decrease the
number of hours that the |lights ar
Raising the lights so that they are not on your tank will allow air flow to re-
move the excess heat before it has a chance to get into your tank.

Surface Movementi Increasing the movement of the surface of your aquarium will in-
crease oxygenation of the water as well as help to lower the temperature, yo
can increase the surface movement of you tank by angling the output from
your power heads towards the surface or by running air stones in the tank.

Fansi Placing Fans to blow across the top of your tank will help to lower the tanks tem-
perature (caution must be taken to
your exposed tank).

Room fans help to move the air aro
your o6fish roomdé (The moving air w
ture).

Evaporative Air Cooler i Having one of these in the room that your fish tank is in will
help to lower the air temperature by a few degrees Celsius. It should be note
that (this will add extra humidity to the air, which could make you feel un-
comfortable and 6stickyd if the hu
I't i s possible to run the evaporat
midity in the air to cool down the room (This is more effective if it is already
humid in the room).

Air Conditioner T You are REALLY lucky if you have an air conditioner in the room that
your fish tank is in! It may cost a bit to run but you can set the desired tem-
perature of the room and have little to no worries besides how big the next
power bill will be.

Hope this helps with your heat problems. All the best of luck in beating the summer heat!



Breeding Albino Bristlenose

By Christine Morton

Introduction

Breeding albino bristle nose (Ancistrus cf cirrhosus) is much the same as other Ancistrus
species.

Make sure you have a male and female, that are mature enough to breed , put them in a
suitable tank with suitable water, be patient and the rest will come naturally.
Sometimes, things don't always work out the way they are planned, and things don't flc
as naturally as you would expect.

The following information is a personal account of a not so natural albino breeding
experience.

In the beginning ...

| started with simply trying keep this species, happy, healthy, and alive. Most of the origin:
specimens that | could afford were only of thecn size.

| ended up only buying a few (3) from a breeder | knew to see if | could even sustain then
lost all but one (| put that down to a lack of proper maintainence at the time). The remain-
ing albino that | had, spent a rather lonely year inhabiting a rather small tank all by it lone
some and was nearly forgotten.

After a while | got to wondering about it and started to pay more attention to it. By this stag
the fish could be identified as a male easily, and was not far off a decent breeding size. It
was decided (by me) that this male albino should have a female.

The pickings were slim at the LFSs in the area, hardly any albinos at all for sale, but | eve
tually found some small ones (4cm). After a long period of careful observation | picked the
only albino | could afford to take home that day.

A month after buying the little albino | decided to move back tq
Canberra (from Brisbane), so everything was packed up and f
down including the 2 albinos.

A little while after the move was over and the albinos had set
into their new homes, | noticed with considerable joy that the |lS
albino | had selected those many months ago was indeed a fd



Discovery

Conditioning the female and letting her grow was what | thoudiis&s
would be best, however the female had other plans.

stump in the tank.

The eggs were kicked out of this artificial tree stump
every time. | tried to return the eggs via the top, but
he inevitably kicked them out again. | decided to
remove the eggs and hatch them myself as | do for
my other Ancistrus species, without much success.

After watching a few batches of eggs go to waste, and only managing to save 1 baby, it
was decided that a breeding log would be a logical thing to try and assist the male at bei
successful at looking after the eggs for himself.

Unfortunately he still managed to knock them out, forcing me to consider hatching them
myself again.

In the meantime | asked a few questions about raising albino bristlenose, to figure out wh
mine were not surviving while | was hovering around a CDAS meeting.

| was reminded that creatures that consume a primarily vegetable diet, may need to take |
in coprophagy (eating of faeces) in order to gain the necessary gut bacteria, so that food «
be digested properly, which explained why in a sterile environment the newly developed
albino offspring | hatch cant last long past the yolk absorption, it is a theory | had not
thought of applying to fish before it was mentioned to me.



Hatching and raising the fry

Armed with increased knowledge | waited for the albinos to spawn again. As usual the
male kicked the eggs out into the open (grr). | collected them using a net and safely tran
ported them in a small container of aquarium water to the breeding trap | had set up for
them with an air stone in another established tank with the same water parameters.

« Day2

The beginnings of development are already visible,
eggs may be vulnerable to fungus at this stage, |
squirt a tiny amount of pimafix into the trap onto the
eggs with a pipette as a preventative.

Day3-

Eggs have deepened in colour, they
don't appear to have changed much, |
remember these are albinos so even 1
eyes are pink, making it difficult to seq
just how much more developed they
really are.

« Day 4 midday
Eggs are starting to hatch one by one.
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« Day 4 evening
More eggs have hatched.

| learned that if young are having a hard time
hatching, turn up the pressure to the air stone.

Day 5-

Almost all eggs have hatched, | removed
any which did not survive and as much of
the egg casing as | could.

The young will have these yolk sacs to s
tain the for about 3 to 4 days

« Day 8

Young have virtually used up yolk sacs, this is
when | start to add a small amount of algae disc
and some older albino or other bristlenose
faeces.

Tiny pieces of wood are added too for the
young to hide and feed on.

Day 12-
Fully developed and ready to be releass
into the tank.
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Success

Once | am certain the baby albinos are eating the algae discs | carefully cup the trap with
ice-cream container to transport them to a suitable grottank.

With regular water changes and lots of feeding with algae discs and protein enriched food
on occasion | anticipate their growth will continue to be good.

Never give up

With so many failures | nearly gave up.

The albinos did not give up and | was forced to learn how to make it work, | am glad they
kept spawning.

At the end of the day there are now many more than just 2 albinos running around the tan
now, and | feel it was well worth all the effort to get them there.
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Species profile EFnaleros Livebearer

[Poeser, Kempkes, & Isbriicker, 2005]

Quick notes CDAS conservation species

Size male/female :male up to 2.5cm
Female up to 4cm

Gender specifics: Males are brightly coloured with neon
colour patches and black markings.
Females are larger and are olive brown

Water temperature: 18-29°C

Water Parameters: pH 6.87.5
GH 2080

Behaviour: Peaceful, highly active

Water region: Middle to top

Difficulty: Easy

Possible tank matesbristlenose and pleco species, corydorag
species, dwarf shrimp species.

Notes: Endlers can be crossed with guppies and the hybrid
offspring are fertile. This is considered to dilute the gene poo
and therefore is avoided by fish breeders who wish to maintain
pure strains

Quick notes by Christine Morton

History

Endler's livebearersare small guppyike fish. They were first collected in
1937, and then rdiscovered in 1975 by Professor John Endler. He took the
fish to The New York Aquarium, from where they were taken to Ger-
many. German aquarists bred them, sometimes mixing them with guppies
various breeds, and in the 1980's they found their way back to America, an
to Japan and elsewhere.

Dr. Endler says that the "Endler's livebearer" is its own species, since al-
though it will interbreed with the guppy (many livebearers will interbreed), it
will only produce F1 hybrids. It should be kept apart from guppies unless
hybrids are desired.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hybrid_(biology)
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"Endlers" were found in a small lake called Laguna de Patos, near
Cumana, in the hot dry coastal desert area of reatitern Venezuela,

and were rumoured to be in another lake nearby. The Laguna is a warm
(81°C) marsh, with hard brackish wateand is green with unicellular
algae. It is only two miles from the city dump, and Dr. Endler speculated
in 1995 that the fish may be extinct in the wild by now. | have also been
told that a resort has recently been built in the area and that the lake has
been filled in.

The female is larger and looks like a female guppy, but the male is a
very unusual looking little jewel of a fish, with iridescent metallic green,
orange, gold and black blocks of colour, a white dorsal fin and a red
forked tail. The markings are unusually laid out: if there is such a thing
as an "ArtDeco" fish, this is it! The water in which they were found was
so green with algae that it is supposed that the bright colouration
evolved as the only way a female could see a prospective mate! As with
many other fish, the most dominant males are the brightest coloured,
which is believed due to hormones in alpha males. The intensity of the
colour patches also varies according to the conditions this fish finds
himself in, and what is more, even in the wild, there were further varia-
tions in colour between individuals (e.g. 10% of males had black pecto-
ral fins).

Endlers are active fish that swim at all levels and eat and breed readily,
and should be happy wherever you might otherwise keep guppies.

History text from:http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/breeding/
norfolk_3livebearers.html

THREE UNUSUAL LIVEBEARERS by Howard Norfolk
First published in The Vancouver Aquatic Hobbyist Club newsletter
Aquarticles


http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/breeding/norfolk_3livebearers.html
http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/breeding/norfolk_3livebearers.html

HARMONIE GERMAN CLUB

£ CANBERRA £

49 Jerrabomberra Ave, Narrabundah ACT 2604

The Harmonie German Club Canberra - Australia was
established in 1961 and holds every year the famous
Canberra Oktoberfest.

Visit our Restaurant or our Bistro for some delicious
traditional German food and great atmosphere.

Tuesday Night is Schnitzel Night at the Club

*

Fancy a nice schnitzel? Here is your chance.

Come to the Club on any Tuesday and enjoy a nice schnitzel for only
$10.00.

Trading Hours
Club:

Monday to Saturday 12:00pm to 11:00pm
Sunday 12:00pm to 10:00pm

Bistro:

Lunch (Tue to Sat) 12:00pm to 2:00pm
Dinner (Tue to Sat) 6:00pm to 9:00pm

Restaurant:

Dinner (Tue to Sat) 6:00pm to 9:00pm
Lunch (Sun) All you can eat $20
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redtree .
aquariums

”_ 1334 \,"

open 6 days ® tuesday - saturday 9.30 - 6 ® sundays 10 - 4 ® 7/3 barrier street fyshwick

10262800373 ® f02 62800374 * e info@redtree.com.au

AQUAGREEN

Australian native water plants for aquariums

www.agquagreen.com.au

20% discount to CDAS members on livestock and plants

Fovestige ~Aquatics
Premium Quality Aquatic Foods
Proudyy 100% Australen

www.prestigeaquatics. com.au
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FIND A FISH

Find common names of fish species
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CDAS Mumber Block 6 #1 CDAS Mumber Block 7 #1
6%6 GRID Tx7 GRID
1 11| 9 [10] [a7 7 623|123 52
TR m 1] 8|11 12 56
0 T Z 0 3 12 | 10 21 39
AEEE 5| 4 31
1204 2|3 5 33
4 5 119 |1 49
: : 110 32 33|92 34 35
711111 6]3 ]2 S 12|10] 7 a]3]11]s 55
|44[42[36]50]28[34] [25] [26] 46| 60| a1 20| 52] 33| |a3]

The missing numbers are integers between 0 and 12.
The numbers in each row add up to totals to the right
The numbers in each column add up to the totals along the bottom.
The diagonal lines also add up the totals to the right.

Scrambled fish keeping related words Word Change
Change 1 letter per line to create a
Unscramble the word new word
1. ELAGA ‘ FISH
2. ILETRF
3. IREANM
4. REHTEA MAST
3. PRLTAOQIC
TANEK
G. TBSEATSUR
7. URAOMIAU
8. MEANTRON BEARN
9. HESTOPAPH
10. NARCNIEAUT FOOD

Created by The smelly hairy one GOLF
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Saving Livebearers' Fry the Natural Way
by Bob Berdoulay

From Gravel Gossip, Diamond State Aquarium Society, Delaware City
Aquarticles: http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/breeding/Berdoulay_Livebearers_Fry.html

Need a place for all those baby livebearers to hide? Instead of using breeding traps | load
tank with a variety of plants that enable the fry to avoid being food for mom and dad. A
combination of bottom plants and floating plants gives the babies places to hang out until
they are big enough to not be considered food by the parents.

A few of the most common floating plants are ricéc€ia fluitang, duckweedl(emna

minor) and the fine leaved (a misnomer since this is a fern, this term should be fronds) wa
sprite Ceratopteris thalictroides The first two are found worldwide, while water sprite is

to be found in the tropics. All of these plants are easy to maintain. They seem to do best i
water that is slightly acidic (pH 6.8), temperatures 6B®% F, and like the water soft. The
lighting requirements are modest since they do not need a lot of light. The riccia and wate
sprite are members of the fern group and will grow best if hot under constant agitation.
Duckweed likewise prefers quiet waters and will grow rapidly.

The water sprite produces long trailing roots along with wgigleading fronds that will pro-
vide your fry with places to hide. This plant grows rapidly and sends out daughter plantlet:
on its fronds. Your tank surface can become quite overgrown in a short period of time and
pruning will be necessary. The riccia is also a fern and grows in a tangled mass at the sur
face, thus also providing shelter for the fry. The shading that is produced lowers the amou
of light reaching the substrate of the tank; therefore you need to think about shade toleran
plants for the bottom plantings. Three choices come to mind. The water sprite can be plar
in the substrate and will grow in an upright position. Java fdiar¢sorium pteropugs and/

or Java mossMesicularia dubyang both from Southeast Asia, can be used in the tank by
attaching them to rocks or wood. | use Java moss in large clumps lying loose on the botto
of a bare tank. This provides adequate shelter for fry on the bottom with the water sprite
doing the same at the surface.

A major drawback to using these floating plants is their rapid growth and thus covering the
entire surface of the water. This makes it difficult to feed your fish as they find it hard to
locate the flakes among the plants, or the flakes land on top of the plants and rot. It is nec
sary to keep some area of the surface clear of plants. | read about a solution to the proble
years ago, but | candt remember where ('t
plants, especially the duckweed. This device is the "plant barrier." The barrier is anything
that will contain the plants and prevent them from spreading over the entire surface of the
tank. | believe the original device | read about was made of soda straws, bent, and conne
end to end in various shapes and used to surround the plants. The problem was that the
straws would eventually fill with water and sink, thus freeing the plants. | made my barrier
from airline tubing and connected the ends with small pieces of hard plastic tubing. The
only shape | formed was a ring but it worked and never sank.

Try this natural way to provide hiding places for fry, | have found that | usually wind up
with plenty of young without having the trauma of moving the females in and out of breed-
ing traps.
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Catching Fish The Easy Way

By Lois and Max Gallade
Apisto-GramVol.18 No.1 Issue # 70
Aquarticles:http://www.aquarticles.com/articles/management/Gallade_Max_Catching_Fish.html

| would like to reiterate an old fish catching trick for all of you that have problems catching
fry or adult fish, out of a heavily planted tanthe old soda/H20 bottle trick: Take an old
plastic soda/H20 bottle and cut off the top just below the shoulder of the bottle, the cut off
part should resemble a funnel.

Then cut the funnel in a way that it will fit snugly into the bottom bottle part. Invert the fun-
nel part back into the bottle. Next, drill a hole into the bottle part with a small drill-bit (1
1.5mm), to let excess air out of the trap when it is in the water. Place the trap in the tank
water and let it fill. Drop some of your fish's favorite food in the trap, (live food such as
BBS or worms work best), as the movement of the bait really gets the fish's attention.

Tip: 1 use my wife's turkey baster to insert the bait into the trap when its in the water. You
can then place the trap on the bottom of the tank to catch bottom feeding fish or on drift-
wood, plants, etc., to catch midlevel feeding fish. | recommend not feeding your fish for at
least a day before any attempts of catching them. | believe this method is less stressful fo
the fish than netting them. | can catch a whole school of hulygistojuveniles out of a
heavily planted tank of any size in 15 minutes with this method.

I leave myApistooffsprings with the parents until they reach what my wife calls "the teen-
age stage." That's when they start to get a little bit rowdy and the parents start to chase th
away. By that time they are around 60 days old, and it is time to get the old soda/H20 bott
out. Note: Be very careful when opening the trap, especially when you caught fry. Make
sure that no fry get caught between the funnel and bottle part of the trap. | accidentally
killed two A.eunotudry that way. It won't happen again. | just wait until all the fry settle.
They naturally try to escape towards the bottom of the bottle. Got him.This guy went
straight into my 75g upstairs. It works very well on adyistogrammasoo. | had to catch

a maleA.agassizthis morning to make room for new arrivals. | just put some frozen BS in
the trap, and placed it right in front of his territory. It only took the time it takes to drink a
cup of coffee, and | caught him together witA.hitaeniatafemale. Unfortunately, he slipt

out of the trap when | tried to release theitaeniatafemale, and | had to start all over

again. Of course he was pretty scared and didn't show himself again for about half an hou
just left the trap in the tank while | was getting ready for work, and voila | caught him agair
So much aboubpistogrammanemory.
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It took less then a minute to catch these two A.nijsseni juveniles.

Learn about your fish's behavior and their favorite hangouts by just simply watching them
for a few minutes a day, and | guarantee you that you will catch any fish in your tank with
this method. Or if you prefer, you can even use fishing floats attached to the trap and let
the trap float in any level of your tank. You can experiment with various bottle sizes and
mouth openings, depending on the size of fish you want to catch.

The pictures show A.nijsseni juveniles being trapped for their move to the growout tank.



